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The Defendant was charged by the Commonwealth, on Com- 
plaint of Joseph Valentine, with having Forged a Receipt for $1430, 
dated 15th Feb. 1831 ; and also, for Forging a Receipt for $771 52, 
dated 31st Dec. 1831. 

This Case was tried at the Court of Common Plea3y*at Concord, 
Mass., the 15th and 16th of March, 1833. 
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TRIAL. 



Joseph Valentife Sworn. Morey. 

I sold goods to Mr Haskell in the fall of 1829 : I think in September. Mr 
Morey. What was the amount of goods you sold him ? They amounted to 
^600. Morey. You sold them to Mr H. did you ? Yes, Sir. Wheeler was 
to do the business. Mr H. was at Boston. The paper tells the name of two > 
Mr Wheeler and Mr Haskell, both. The invoice of goods amounted to something^ 
more than ^500. Wheeler commenced business there. Mr Haskell was up 
there occasionally. Morey. Did anything take place ? Next spring Wheeler 
failed. Morey. Did you sell Mr Haskell any other e;oods? I did sell $600 
worth to Mr Haskell, on the next month following the first tr^de. The first 
trade was in September, the next was in October. Mr Morey. Next spring 
what occurred ? Next spring Wheeler failed and his property was attached, 
Morey. Did he make an assignment ? He made an assignment to Mr Prichard, 
Mr Hobart and Col. Ellis. My attachment was $2722 which was to be paid as 
the goods were sold. The assignees invited Mr Haskell to be their agent, and in 
July or about the first of August he moved up there (to Hopkinton.) Morey. 
Now, Col. go on and say what transpired. Ans. — After the assignment was 
made, Mr Cutter was employed in the store with Mr Haskell. Some tiyie went 
on and they sold goods. Mr Haskell made me a payment of $700. Mr Morey. 
Did you give him a receipt for it ? Ans. I did. I gave him a receipt for 
$700. Morey. When was this? Ans. — I should think in Sept. 1830. After 
some more goods were sold I got some other pay — about $200. Some other 
sums were paid in January. 

Cutter left in the fall — I should think in November. Mr Haskell proposed to 
make asettlement in January. When January came, or last week in December, he 
said he could not pay me. He said he had $100 which was sufficient to redeem the 
real estate of house and store. He would pay me $100. I said ^ Mr Haskell, 
you promised to pay me $500 or $600.' I told him that I should not wait any 
longer. [ asked him if he would give me the amounts he had received. He said 
he should not. Mr Waleott said it was a very simple request, and he ought to 
do it. I had some money to pay, and I had depended on this. I went immedi- 
ately to Boston and called upon Mr Prichard. He told me he believed I had 
got nearly all my pay. Then I called upon A^r Hobart, and he did the same. I 
then went to Mr Waleott and told him I wanted a course taken to call upon 
the assignees. We had concluded to take further advice from Mr Fletcher, oi 
Boston. 1 called on Mr Fletcher and stated to him my situation. He said I must 
go and make a demand upon the assignees for the amount due to me. 

It got to be the last ol January or February. I then called upon the gentle- 



4 

I 

men and made a demand of the amount due to me. I took witness with me 
when I called upon all three. After this was done I called upon Mr Walcott. 
He had been doing some business with Col. Ellis. Col. Ellis had told him that I 
had got my pay. I made as much enquiry as I could, wheie and how I got my 
pay. I and Mr Walcott called upon Mr Pilchard ; I then called upon Mr 
Hobart. He said, * you have got your pay.* I said, * Mr Hobart, I have not got 
half my pay.* He says 'you have got your pay.' Col. Ellis said * you had got 
nearly the whole amount.* I said, * no such thing. Did you see the receipts 
yourself?' He said he did not. I then got home and called upon Mr Haskell, 
and asked him what amount of receipts I had given him. He said he did nut 
know. I asked him if any existed over $700. He said there did not, to his 
knowledge. After going along with this conversation, I asked what amount he 
should think I had received. He said he did not know. I asked him if he thought 
I had received half. He said, ' I should think not far from it. I did not say to - 
Mr Haskell that I had laid in with Mr Walcott and Mr Fletcher. 

I met with Col. Ellis at the coffee house and made a demand of him to see the 
receipts. He was one of the assignees. He said he had not got them. For 
that reason I went to them Jill. Morey. Did you go to Boston ? I did. When 
I got back I called upon Col. Ellis, and went down to Mr Walcott and told him I 
had found them in the hands of Mr Prichard while I was there. While I was at 
Boston [called upon Mr Prichard to see the papers that Col. Ellis had left with him. 
Mr Prichard showed me the receipts till I came to one of $1430, which I laid 
a'one side. I asked Mr Prichard to give me a copy of it. He said he would, and 
gave me this copy (producing the same.) I took this copy and went to Mr 
Fletcher's office. — I took this copy and went to Hopkinton. I went down in 
the afternoon to the store. I did not say anything to Mr Haskell of what had 
passed. We talked on the subject of the receipts. He never would state or con- 
verse about them when any person was present. The next morning I asked 
Martin Whittemore to go into the compting room and listen to such conversation 
as should pass betwixt Mr Haskell and myself. The Registry of Deeds and the 
Post Office were kept in the same room ; we all had access to it. I did my wri- 
ting there. I put the key in the inside, and left it unlocked. The next morning 
I went into the store. Mr Haskell began to enquire how things were at Boston. 
After a little conversation I commenced to ask him about the amount of receipts I 
had given him. He said he could not exactly say. I then asked him if any ex- 
isted over seven hundred dollars. He said there did not to his knowledge. 
When he had got through denying there being any over $700, I took this receipt 
(copy of a receipt) out of my pocket, and read it to him. He said, * where did 
you get that ?* I told him Mr Prichard gave it to me. He asked me if that was 
Mr Prichard*s writing I said it was ; I saw him write it. Mr Haskell and my- 
self went up toward the back part of the store. I then said * Haskell, what 
do you mean by this ?* He paused sometime, then said, * if Col. Ellis had done 
as he agreed, or as he ought to I'lave done, I should never have seen that re- 
ceipt.' I made some expression, but do not recollect what it was. 

I said to him, * what do you mean ?* Mr Haskell said, * you don't understand, . 
you can read it.' He took the receipt out of my hand and read it to him- 
self. When he had read it, he says, * don't you see that the assignees have 
nothing to do with it ? If they allow that to you, they have got to allow it to me 
again ; no part of it is paid. It is my property, and I shall control it as I like.' 
We then had some talk about what the damages were. I said to him, ' what do 
you mean by damages ?' He said, * you know you sued me on that land at South 
Boston.' I said we referred that. He said it was unju-^t ; that he had to raise 
the money ; that it was great damages to him. 1 then said to him, * do you mean 
to say that receipt is for damages ?* He hesitated, and did not give me an an- 
swer immediately. H« then said * it is damages to me.* After some remarks had 
been made, he said, * Col. if you will give me up that Execution, which Brewer 
has got against me and take back the South Boston land,* you shall have your re- 
ceipts back in twenty four hours.* I then said to him, * do you think I shall give 
up that execution for that receipt you have forged or falsely made against me ?* 
He then went iuto conversation about the value of the land. Morey. What 

* See Appendix, Note A. 



land? Ans^ The South Boston land. We then went into a considerable conver* 
nation; I should think it lasted an hour or an hour and a half. Thit$ was about 
the 17th of April, 1S32. Immediately upon this he shut up the store and said 
tie was sick. I believe that the store has never been re-opened to this day. 
Pretty soon after this, I was passing by Mr Haskell's house, he was in th* gar- 
den and spoke to me. He asked me if I would take some demands which he held, 
in payment of the execution. I asked him whose they were ? He said, * Martia' 
Whittemore, my son, John L. Valentine, and named one or two others, Bigelow* 
and a number. I will pay you in real estate, or I will pay you in securities, or 
in any demands on estates that I have.' He said he had spoken to them, and 
they were willing to msike tho turns. He went on to say if I would not do this, 
he would do some other way, and said if you will take one half in security, he 
would pay me the other half in such as he had. I went along, and in a little 
time I thought I would see him again and have another conversation with him* 
to see if he had made any other shifts to pay me. I saw him, and agreed to 
come to the store to see if we could make any negociations. This was in May. 

I went to Dr Pratt's and asked Mrs Perry if she would go into the compting 
room. She said she would not go at ail. Mr Morey. Well, did she go ? She 
afterwards consented ^md went in. I then went into the store and entered into 
conversation with Mr Haskell ; the general topic was what I have before related, 

Mr Haskell said the first notice he had of a suit brought by me against 
him, was when he found a notice under his door for the sale of the equity. I 
told him he was mistaken about his damages -, that Brewer's notice was mne days 
after the receipt. Haskell was surprised, and said it could not be so. Whed 
Mrs Perry was in the comptingroom Mr Haskell said the damage was on account 
of building a new store. He said, * you agreed there should be no other store, 
and I expected your custom, and you have sold the land, and assisted in building 
a new store. I said this was correct, except I did not remember engaging that 
there should be no other store. At this time he again said what he would do if I 
would give up the execution. He said ' you shall have the receipt if you will 
take the. land back.' Afterwards we again conversed about the settlement. 

He at this time expressed the same that he had before, relative to the execu- 
tion, and once or twice these were his words : * If you will give Ufi that execution 
which Brewer has ^igainst me, and take back the land at South Boston, you shall 
have that receipt in 24 hours. I believe I said as I had done before. I refused 
to do it. I think soon after this took place, he and I talked it over. I think some 
time when she (Mrs Perry) was present, a proposition was made, as it had been 
generally before, and I believe we parted with a little warmth about ij. I then 
wrote to Mr Brewer, soon after his (Haskell's) wife was confined, previous I 
think to the 9th of June, when we met for the last time. At the time we agreed 
on the meeting, Jonathlm Whittemore was then present; he was in the compting 
room at the time. * 

At this time, or the time previous in our conversation, Mr Haskell said, * I'll do 
as I proposed before.' I asked him how that proposal was. He went onto relate, 
that if I would give up the execution and take back the South Boston land, I 
should have the receipt again. This was the general topic. At this time I stated 
to Mr Haskell, that I should not delay any longer, as he had made so many propo- 
sitions and had never fulfilled any of them. And as we were parting with a de- 
gree of warmth, he said, * You do your best, and I'll do my best; my receipt 
will answer my purpose as well as your execution will yours — (the hardest fend 
off.*) Then he said, * Before you have got through with me, you will find that 
you have got a tough fellow to deal with.' I then proceeded immediately to 
write to Mr Brewer, to enforce tlie execution. JMr Brewer called at my house 
on Monday morning. I had just got up, and was in a chair. I had had some se- 
vere turns of sickness in my head. I said to Mr Brewer, * If Mr Haskell will 
give good security, he might have his own time to pay it in.' In half an hour 
Mr Brewer returned, and said he had seen a receipt, being a full discharge of the 
execution, in Mr Walcott's office. I told him, I had never signed any such pa- 
per. I desired him to obtain that receipt. In a short time he returned, in com- 
pany with Mr Walcott, who brought the receipt with him. I never did give 
•uco a receipt as that ; I never gave any receipt purporting to be what them are; 



I hsd Dever seen the execution receipt before, and I h^ve never seen ft sfnc?.- 
I know that the receipt had the appearance of my hand writing, but not so iimcb 
80 as the other one, (moaning the $1430.) I could not give my opinion about the 
signature, unless I see it. According to my recollection, I Dever put my hand 
to aify Bi^ch paper; I never heard of it. Quest, by Morey. 

I gaVe my note to John Welch for $1000, on land lit South Boston. 

Morey. What did you think of that signj^ture when you saw it ? From ray 
recollection of the execution receipt, it was not my hand writing ; I know it re- 
sembles ray name ; I have once or twice seen Mr Haskell write my name, and 
it had very miuch the appearance of my writing. Mr Hoar. Do you mean ta 
be understood that your impression was, that it was not your writing.? I do; I 
had the impression It was not my writing. I had but a little time to examine if; 
I requested a copy of it ; I was rather in a state of irritation, and did not examine 
it closely. If I had reflected a single moment, I should have been more certain 
about it.' It had the countenance of my hand writing. Have been Register of 
Deeds twenty years this month. Mr Hoar. Should you not pass that m com- 
mon as your signature ? Yes, unless there were something that called my atten- 
tion to it; I should have passed it, unless it was in a place or under suspicious 
circumstances. Mr Hoar. On examination, would you or would you not be- 
lieve the dgnature to be yours, or a forgery ? It looks like mine. Mr Hoar. I 
want you to state, whether you believe it is or is not a forgery ? I did not say. 
Mr Hoar. Did you ever hold a note against Mr Haskell tor $173, payable in 
goods ?' I did ; it was originally larger, and subsequently made smaller — cannot 
exactly tell when it was. Do you recollect holding a note for $100, and another 
for $50 ? I remember he was to pay $100 ; I cannot say whether he gave me 
cash or not. I remember a settlement about $50 ; I do not remember what it was 
for; I ttSed to let Mr Haskell have money for some little negotiations, after Sep- 
tember. Mr Hoar. I understood after the sale of the first goods, you did sell to 
Mr Haskell a second lot of goods, amounting to $G50 more ; did he give you a 
note for them? Yes, sir; Mr Haskell took it up. The note given by him was 
not exactly for $650 ; it was given for more than that. 

I gave Mr Haskell a receipt for $15, but have not been able to find it, or see 
it since. ^ I was going to Worcester to pay some money there ; I called upon Mr 
Haskell for some money, and told him that I wanted $50. This was in the 
morning. Mr H. said that he had not got mtich money, he thought about $10 in 
silver, which he let me have. 1 wrote a receipt for it, and gave it to him ; I 
said it was of no use, as I had but about $25, and could not pay what I wished. 
He asked me to stay while he went to his house ; he went, and was gone nearly 
half an hour ; I began to be impatient. Doct. Pratt was present when he came 
back; he brought a quire of paper, with three $5 bills laid on it, and a receipt 
ready written. I clapped my name to it, jumped into the chaise, and rode off. — 
Before I got over the hill, it struck me the writing did not look right. I' rode to 
Worcester, where I staid over night. While 1 was there, sometning, which I 
cannot account for, gave me the impression that all was not right; 1 even dreamt 
of it. Having remembered something which Mr H. bad once told roe, that there 
was a process by which I could erase any word and fill it up with ink, and that 
no person could discover it — and named a case in Boston, of Upton & French, 
and said that was only wrote with spittle. Having this process upon my mind, 
the moment I got home and out of my chaise, I went directly down to the store 
and asked Mr H., how much money had been paid on account of the assignee;;). 
I told him that I was going to Boston, and should like to see them [the receipts] 
before I went. Mr H. said, he could not show them to me, as he had jjivcn them 
to the assignees. I said, you know how much there were of them. He said he 
did not. His appearance was very striking to me at that time ; he appeared to 
be agitated. The next day I went and called upon the assignees, to see the re- 
ceipts. They said they had not got them — they had never seen them. I often 
left my signature to blank papers in my desk, for renewing notes, and as Register. 

Morey. Will you state whether you did recommend Wheeler to Mr Haskell, 
as an honest and trustworthy person ? Ans. I never did. Morey. I would ask 
you if you ever signed a paper purporting to be a settlement with Mr Haskell, 
and witnessed by Levi Bicknell ? Ans. Never to my knowledge. I have never 
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si^ed a settleVnent betwixt myself and Mr Haskell. Morey. Will you say 
whether Mr Haskell ever sold you a mortgage, made by Mr Gibbens, of Boston ? 
Ans. He did. Morey. Did you deliver that deed back to Haskell ? Ans. I did. 
Mr Hoar. What sums of mouey did you receive from Mr Haskell? Ans. First 
he gave me ten dollars, and then fifteen dollars. Quest. When was this done I 
Ans. When going to Worcester, I think a year ago last spring. 

Mr Hoar then stated to the Court, that he had a number of papers which he 
wished to show Col. Valentine, for his examination.* They were then handed to 
witness hf Mr Hoar. 

1st. Hoar. t)o you believe that to be your hand- writing ? Ans. I have never 
been in the habit of comparing my hand-writing. Hoar. I would rather you 
would say whether you believe it 'to be yours. Ans. I should. This paper was 
then marked No. 1, and was the $1000 receipt relating to the Gibbens mortgage. 

2d. Hoar. WiHyou state your opinion about that ? Ans. I should believe that 
to be mine, but it is not so much like mine as the other. This paper was then 
marked No. 2, and was the paper called the settlement.! 

3d* TJie, paper being handed to witness, he said, * it looks like mine.* Hoar. 
I wish -you to say whether you believe it to be yours, or not ? Ans. I should 
liaye no^loubt of its being mine. This was marked No. 3, and was the $2471 
receipt 

Fourth paper was handed to witness. I should have some doubt about that — 
I am rather uncertain — if to a note, I should pay it ; there is the appearance of 
my writing. Unless under some suspicious circumstances, I should not doubt it. 
Doubt it more than some others handed before. This w^ marked No. 4, being 
the execution receipt for $771 52. 

Fifth papet handed to witness. Ans. All look pretty much alike; I would not 
undertake to say it was not my writing. I do make a larger J, generally ; I have 
a lame hand, and do not often write. Mr Hoar. Of which paper have you the 
greatest doubt? Ans. I ought not to doubt its general appearance of my hand- 
writing ; T feel just about as certain of it, as of No. 4. This paper was marked 
No. 5, and was a deed, sigped.l^ Jos. Valentine as Register. 

Sixth paper handed the w4tness. Ans. It looks like my writing; if in a place 
where it ought to be, should not doubt it. This paper was marked No. 6, and 
was 2LJgf) a deed, signed by Jos. Valentine as Register. 

Seventh paper handed to witness. Ans. It looks like my hand -writing ; lam 
a little nervous sometimes, and do not write so well. It resembles mine. Thfs 
paper was marked No. 7, and was the receipt for $14^. 

Eighth paper handed witness. Ans. I should think it was my hand-writing.T^T- 
This paper was marked No. 8, and was a deed, signed by Joseph Valentine ias 
Register. , 

Ninth paper handed to witness. Ans. It looks like my name. . This paper 
was marked No. 9, and was also a deed, signed by Jos. Valentine as Register. 

Tenth paper handed jto? witness. Ans. It looks generally like mine. I do not 
know that there is anything peculiar about it, to excite my suspicion. This pa- 
per was marked No. 10, biSog the same previously marked No. 4, and the ex- 
ecution receipt for $771 62. 

Mr Hoar. Will you say whether there was any real estate, on which Mr Has- 
kell collected rents for you ? Ans. There was, in South Boston. He was to col- 
lect the rents and to occupy the cottage ; he staid there till he moved up to J^op- 
kinton. What rents he collected for me, he paid. 

Mr Morey. You stated that you transferred back to Mr Haskell the Gibbens 
mortgage, in 1829, the same time of the second trade, which was in October. 

The notes were then handed the wit|iess by Mr Morey. First, No. 1. Ans. 
This is my receipt; there was something given at the time we made the second 
trade. It was in my mind to be in September that the Gibbens mortgage was 
transferred back. Morey. What was said about the receipt ? We made out 
the papers two or three times ; we never got these papers completed till our 
second trade. Morey. What was said about transferring back the Gibbens mort- 
gage? I transferred it back to Mr Haskell; I then said, < You ought to give 

'Appendix, Note B. f Ap. Note C. 
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back that receipt.' He said, * I left it at home ; I will bring it baclr, aiul mt 
•hall have it.' In two or three days after, I saw him again, and he said he nad 
forgot it, but that I should have it any time. Mr Wild said, it was of no conse' 
quence, if the mortgage was recorded. This was done in his office in Boston. 

HuFus Brewer sworn-. Morey. 
In June last, I had an execution in my hands against Mr Haskell. Col. Val^ 
entine sent me aline, to go toHopkioton and serve the execution. Accordingly^ 
I went to Hopkinton, and called upon Cdl. Valentine previouj? to seeing Mr Has- 
kell. After getting some directions from him, I called upon Mr Uafkell. I 
found him hoeing and weeding in the ganlen ; I stated to him that I had an exe* 
cution of Col. Valentine against him. He wanted to know what Col. Valentine 
wanted of him ? I told Tiim he wanted him to pay the money, or give good 
security ; and if he could not pay the money, any reasonable time would be 
given him, if he would find good security. He replied, he had paid the execu- 
tion once. I asked him how that appeared ? I asked if he had evidence of the 
payment of the execution ? His reply was, he thought he had. I then asked, 
what sort of evidence he had ? He said, no person was present. I at last said^ 
something must be done about it. He said, ' Well, if Col. Valentine wants me 
to go to jail, I can go to jail.' I told him, something must be done ; unless he 
could give some sufficient evidence of its being paid. I do not know exactly biff 
reply. He continued to weed his garden ; I Des:an to grow impatient, and told 
him something must be done. He said, * I want to weed my garden first ; if I 
have to go to jail, it will be some time before I can weed it again.' I told him I 
could not wait for that. He stated, if he had to go he wanted to see Mr Wal* 
cott about Col. Valentine's bond. He still continued weeding ; I told him that I ' 
could not wait any longer. He then left off, and asked me to go into his house 
with him. We went in. He went and brought me a trunk full of papers, and 
exhibited them to me ; on the back of one was an endorsement of $771 52 — at 
the same time mentioning how the execution was paid. [The paper beingr 
handed witness, he said,] I should think this was the same as that which was 
handed to me by Mr Haskell. I observed, that it did not appear to<be evidence 
of the payment of the execution; I asked him if Col. Valentine agreed that the 
endorsement should be put on P He said he did agree that it should be put on.— 
I asked him if Col. Valentine was present ? He said he was not present, but 
was about. After some time had elapsed, talking about this paper, he observed 
he had another paper on the subject. I told him if he had, he had better produce 
it. He said he had a bushel of papers, and it would occupy him some time to 
find it. I told him that he had better look for it, as it was a very important pa- 
per, and wondered that he had not put it whore he could easily find it. We then 
went to Mr Walcolt's office,' being requested by Mr Haskell, as he wished te 
consult him about the papers, carrying the paper on which the endorsement was 
written. Mr Walcott looked at it and observed, * it appears to be a receipt.' Mr 
Haskell nodded* asscs't — a receipt against Col. Valentine, and not a bond. Mr 
Haskell said ^o Mr Warlcott, * I suppose I have got to go to jail, and I came to 
consult you what I must do with Col. Valentine, on his bond. Some conversa- 
tion then took place about ihe endorsement, and what had passed. I told Mr 
Walcott, that Mr Haskell said that he had got another paper, which exhibits an 
evidence more clearly, and that I should like to see it, stating it might prevent 
his going to jail. Mr Walcott observed, he had better find it. Mr Haskell went 
out and soon returned with another paper, purporting to be a full discharge of the 
execution. [The receipt designated No. 4, was then handed witness.] I should 
think that is the paper dated Dec. 31st ; it was a paper resembling the discharge. 
I am not able to say how long he was gone ; it might be ten or fifteen minutes — 
a short time — I cannot fix the time rightly. I asked, if I should take the paper 
and carry it to Col. Valentine, that he might see it? He would not consent. I 
told him I must go and see Col. Valentine about the business. I soon returned^ 
and stated to Mr Haskell, that I did not see anything but that he must be com- 
mitted to jail, unless he could pay the execution. I asked him if he would let 
me take a copy of the receipt ? He said he would, if Mr Walcott advised him to 
do so. Mr Walcott would not advise him anything about it. Mr Haskell said, 
he had no objection to Mr Walcott's taking the receipt to Col. Valentine, and for 
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Iftfo with him. I had the impression it was not signed ; I do not rememher, 
but if 1 had been inquired of about the signature, I should have said that no name 
was to it whatever — that Col. Valentine's name was not to it. I took the re- 
ceipt into my hands, and took a little minute of it ; my impression is, that there 
was no name to it. Whether I asked Mr Haskell if Col. Valentine was present 
or not, t cannot say ; I do not recollect. I might have asked him, and believe I 
did ask him, if Col. Valentine was present at the time? He said he was not 
present, but was about. 1 have the general impression that it was not signed — 
{meaning the endorsement.] Court adjourned. 

DocT. Jefperson Pratt Sworn. Morey. 
I have been present when Col. Valentine and Mr Hnskcll have conversed to- 
gether. Mr Haskell would never say anything relative to this case in my 
presence. Silence would take place immediately when I arrived. Have heard 
him talk very little on the subject. I have seen Mr Haskell write letters for Col. 
Valentine, as he seldom writes himself, on account of having a lame hand. I 
think he would offer the letter to Col. Valentine to sign ; Col. Valentine would 
say ' sign it' I remember in one instance he showed Col. Valentine a letter after 
he had signed it. Col. Valentine would say, * a good imitation.' Cross Examin- 
ed. I am son in law to Col. Valentme. 

Martin Whittemore Sworn. Morey. — Col. Valentine requested me 
to go into his counting room about the middle of April. It was on 19th 
ApriL I think Col. Valentine commenced the conversation by asking Mr Haskell 
how large a receipt4ie had ever given him. Mr Haskell said, * I cannot say ex- 
actly. Col. Valentine said, * did I ever give you a receipt for more than $700 ?* 
Mr Haskell replied, * 1 do not know that you did. Col. Valentine asked Mr Has- 
kell how much he thought he had paid him on the assignees' account. He said 
' he thought about half. In a short time after this conversatioD, Col. Valentine took, 
a receipt or a copy of a receipt out of his pocket ; did not see it. I could see 
them through the glass. Col. Valentine asked him about this $1430 receipt, 
and what it meant. Mr Haskell said something, but could not distinctly under- 
stand ; then asked Col. Valentine how he came by that receipt. Col. Valentine 
told him that Mr Prichard had given it to him. Mr Haskell said * if Col. Ellis 
had done as he ought to have done, you would never have had that receipt.* 
Col. Valentine said, * what do you mean by this, Haskell ? do you think I mean to 
pay you a false or forged receipt ?' I do not know what Mr Haskell's answer 
was, but he said, * you know, Col. Valentine, and I know that you have got the 
advantage of me on that land at South Boston.* He then said, * Col. Valentine, 
you do right, and I'll do right. If you will take back that land at South Boston, 
and give up that execution, I will see that you have. your receipt back in twen- 
ty four hours.' Col. Valentine said, * you cannot get it.' Mr Haskell said to 
Col. Valentine, * you don't understand how that receipt reads ; don't you see, if 
you allow that.receipt to the assignees, they have got to allow it to me.' There 
was more conversation, but do not recollect what it was. There was some which 
I could not hear. I owed Mr Haskell a debt, between $50 and 60. This was 
about the last of April, or middle of May. Mr Haskell came to me and said I 
was the person he wanted to see. He said he wanted me to make a shift and 
pay him some money, but if I would make a turn with Col. Valentine, it would 
answer the same 'purpose, * because,' says he, * I owe Col. Valentine some 
money,' and stated that Col. Valentine had an execution against him, and that he 
must pay it, or else he should have to suffer ; and said he must either have what I 
owed him, or he should have to go to jail himself. 

Cross examined. Mr Hoar. Have you ever been in a State prison ? Aus. I 
never have. Do you say that under oath ? I do. Hoar. Where did you stand 
when you heard the conversation pass ? I stood close to the compting room 
door. No one was in the store but Col. Valentine and Mr Haskell. I could see 
them till they went into another part of the store to draw some molasses. Mr 
Haskell drew two quarts of molasses for Col. Valentine. Hoar. What employ- 
ment do you follow ? I have worked at laying; and hammeiing stone for the' 
last six or seven years. 1 have worked for Col. Valentine part of the time, till 
within the last five months ; have not been with him since. Left off* work some- 
time last November. How loud did Col. Valentine and Mr Haskell talk when 
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you were listening ? They talked as loud as people generally do ; I coaM hetf 
them very distinctly. I could hear them as well as it they had been in any part 
of this room. 

Mrs Amitti Perry Sworn. JWr Moret. — Will you state to the court 
what you heard pass betwixt Col. Valentine and Mr Haskell ? I went into th* 
conipting room of Col. Valentine at his request, that I might overhear any con-' 
versation which should pass betwixt Mr Haskell and himself. I went into ther 
corapting room. Col. Valentine went into the store and commenced conversa- 
tion with Mr Haskell about their business. Col. Valentine asked him what he wa» 
going to do ? Mr Haskell said that he would do as he proposed to do tlie other 
ay. Col. Valentine asked him how that was ? Mr Haskell said * 1 will give up 
that receipt if you will give up that execution which Brewer has* against me.' 
Col. Valentine asked ^ Mr Haskell why he should do that» when the receipt was 
forged or falsely made. Mr Haskell then said that the receipts would answer his 
purpose as well as the execution would Valentine's. Mr Merrick. Was anything 
said about doing right ? I do not recollect anything being said about doing right. 

Cross examined. Mr Walcott. Did you hear anything said of any damag««? 
I do not recollect anything being said about dania^es^ Mr Haskell said that 
Col. Valentine had agreed to buy his goods from him, but did not. Has Col. 
Valentine had no conversation with you about testimony ? He has had a little. 
Did you go with Col. Valentino down to Cambridge at the trial last December ? 
I did, and home again. Did Mr Haskell name anything about doing right ? I 
believe he named it once. How many times hdve you walked out with CoL 
Valentine ? I do not recollect ; I think twice. Do not recollect ever walking 
out with him further than his daughter's. Could you hear all the conversation 
that passed between Col. Valentine and Mr Haskell ? I could not. How many 
receipts did you hear them talk of? Only one. Which was that ? The ^14.30 
receipt. Where did you stand when this conversation was going forward be- 
tween Col. Valentine and Mr Haskell ? I stood by the window. Was the door 
between the compling room and shop open or shut ? It was shut. Did you stand 
still or walk about ? I stood still. Did they stand still ? They were walking 
about. Could you see them plainly walking about the store ? I could. Dia 
they talk as they usually do, or in a louder tone ? They talked in a zealous tone. 
They spoke rather louder towards the last than they did when Col. Valentine first 
went in. Have you never told any person that you was afraid that people would 
talk about you for being [so intimate with Col. Valentine ? 1 do not recollect tell- 
ing any person so. Can you say positively you did not ? She made no answer. 

(After Mrs Perry had retired from Court, Mr Hoar inquired if she had been 
a domestic in the family of Col. Valentine. Mr Merrick, counsel for complaiuant, 
admitted that she had.) 

Jonathan Whittemore Sworn. Morey. — On the ninth of June CoL 
Valentino asked me to go into his compting room to overhear such conversation 
as might pass betwixt Mr Haskell and himself. Col. Valentine commenced the 
conversation with Mr Haskell, and asked him what he was going to do about the 
rece'pt, saying something must be done about it, if they could agree. Mr Has- 
kell asked if he would not take up the other proposition ? Col. Valentine said, 
« will you tell me what you made this receipt out of, whether you made it out of 
clean paper, or wrote the receipt over his name.* Mr Haskell said that need not 
trouble him, if he never knew.' Col. Valentine then asked him about a receipt 
for damages. Mr Haskell told him that he had promised that there should be no 
other store built. He could prevent any store from being built ; but instead of 
that, he had assisted in building a new store. Col. Valentine then asked Mr Has- 
kell if he damaged him $14U0.' Mr Haskell said, * You have injured me for 
life.' Col. Valentine asked Mr Haskell if there had not been a proper understand- 
ing betwixt them till the time of the sale of the equity ? He said there had. I 
owed Mr Haskell in May about $dO. Mr Haskell proposed to me if I would 
make a shift with Col. Valentine it would answer the same purpose as to pay the 
money. 

Cross Examined. I heard all the conversation perfectly easy. I was standing 
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•ear the door, part of which is glass, which separates the compting ropm from the 
store. The glass was whole. Nobody was in the store beside Col. Valentine and 
Mr Haskell. They spoke in about their ordinary tone of voice. The door was 
tslosed: the glass part of the door was clear except in one corner which was ob- 
structed with seme brooms, &c. They stood still part of the time, and walked 
about part of the time. I could hear them in every part of the store. They 
stood part of the time at the desk. I could nqt see in all parts of the store. 
Q. Could you see them when they stood at the desk ? A. I could. They were 
sometimes on one side of the counter, and sometimes on the other. I could not 
see them when they were behind the counter. I worked for Col. Valentine last 

John L. Valentine Sworn. Morey. — I have had some dealing with Mr 
Haskell. I lived in part of a house with him. There was some little matters be- 
tween us. He called upon me for some of the rent, and said I must either pay 
the rent, or turn it to pay the execution which Col. Valentine had against him, or 
he should have to go to jail. This was said "Several times. The last time was the 
last of April. 

Cross Examined. It was to pay that execution which he owed Col. Valentine. 
Col. Valentine is ray father. Mr Haskell and myself did not live oo very friend- 
ly terms. 

Joseph Kendall Sworn, MrJMorey. — Gibbens' mortgage was transfer- 
red back to Mr Haskell. Col. Valentine and Mr Haskell called at Mr Wilde's 
office three years ago last October. Mr Haskell said he had not got the receipt 
with him, but that as it belonged to Col. Valentine he would hand it to him. In 
two or three days after Col. Valentine and Mr Haskell called again at Mr Wild's 
office. Col. Valentine asked him for the receipts, he said he had forgot to bring 
them, but he intended to give them to Col. Valentine. 

Mr Wild said when it was recorded, that would be sufficient to show that they 
were transferred fVom Col. Valentine to Mr Haskell. The deed was there. I 
think I wrote it and witnessed it, but am not certain. It was three years ago 
last October. I did not see it delivered, because they went out of the office. 

Charles M'Intier, sworn. I recollect being at Wild's office when the 
mortgage was in existence ; I- think I asked hira how he got along. I don't 
know, I wont be sure that it was in another name from that of Col. Valentine. I 
understood by Mr Haskell that this mortgage passed back again ; he had taken 
some other security ; I know he said he had taken some other security. 

Daniel Wilde, sworn. I remember when the mortgages lay executed on 
my desk. The parties went out to get the deeds acknowledged. Before they 
started, Col. Valentine asked Mr Haskell for the Gibbens mortgage, for the sake 
of giving it to Mr Welsh. I told Col Valentine it would make no difference if 
the deeds was properly entered on the records. Mr Haskell said he had not got 
the receipt with him, but Col. Valentine should have it, and he would go and get 
it for him. I saw that both the deeds was taken out of the desk. The other deed 
was of two parcels of land, at South Boston ; I did not see the deed delivered. — 
The receipt was one which was given by Valentine to Haskell, at the time of 
Haskell's conveying this deed of mortgage to Valentine, to be by him transferred 
to Welch. 

William Buckminster, sworn. I remember the defendant calling at my 
office about a year ago last Fejauary, or March ; he wanted to get the balance 
due on the execution. Mr H^i^Hl came in a sleigh ; I am not certain whether 
any person came with him ; i^bs in the evening — do not recollect whether it 
had been stormy — did not recollect of ever seeing him at my office before. 

Col. Thomas Davis, sworn* Walca|^ Are you acquainted with Col. Val- 
entine's hand-writing ? lam some ac^Knted with Col. Valentine's hand- writ- 
ing. The receipts were then handed witness. First, $2471 receipt — I should 
think it was his writing ; I should have no doubt of its being his. Second^ 
$771,52, designated as No. 4, being handed wit|^ss. I have no doubt of that be- 
ing his writing — should be willing to take a nlte with that signature. Third, 
4^1430 receipt, designated as Na 7, being handed witness — I should take that 
signature to be his writing ; I have no douht^it. 

Levi Btcknell, sworn. The paper witnessed by him being shown, he said, 
* It b my hand-writing ; it looks like my hand-writing ; I executed it in Mr Has- 



12 

• 

kell's store — I remember Mr Haskell putting his name there, (poinfiag ia (h0 
place.) Not any person present to ray knowledge; Col. Valentine's name was to 
the paper then, but did not see him write it. 

Cross-examined. It was at Mr Haskell's store when I signed it — do not recol- 
lect that he told me what it was for ; he said it was proper for him to take all law- 
ful means to get back what Col. Valentine had got from him. I never heard Col. 
Valentine and Mr Haskell say anything about a settlement. He said this was a 
very important settlement with Col. Valentine. 

I cannot tell when 1 signed it ', I think in the month of November or Decem- 
ber, 1832.* 

Col. Thomas Davis, recalled. The settlement being shown witness — I 
think it looks like Col. Valentine's hand-writing ; he says his hand is nervous» 
and that he cannot write so well sometimes — it looks like his writing when his 
hand is nervous, or what he calls not steady. 

L. M. Sargent, sworn. Are you acquainted with Col. Valentine's hand- 
writing ? I know Col. Valentine's hand-writing slightly ; he lately happened to 
write his name before me. The receipts being shown witness, first. No. 3 — I 
should think it very much resembled the writing of Col. Valentine. A second 
being shown him, he said, 'I should think it was his.' Another being shown 
him, he said, <This appears to be his; I should say ft had been written by the 
same hand.' No. 2 being shown witness, he said, * It does not resemble soi 
much ; it appears to have been written with an infirm pen.' No. 7 being shown» 
he said, < The general impression is the same.' 

S. D. Davenport, Esq. 1 do not know that I ever saw Col. Valentine write. 
Rejected by Court. 

JosiAH Adams, Esq. sworn. Have you seen Col. Valentine write .' I have, 
a good many times, but not very lately. (The receipts were then handed the wit- 
ness) — first, (No. 2 ;) I should have no doubt about its being his wilting. Sec- 
ond receipt, (No. 3,) ($2471 receipt,) being handed witness; he said, *I should 
also believe that to be his writing. Third receipt (No. 4, or execution receipt) 
being shown witness, he said, *l should say the same of that; it resembles his, 
in my opinion, every part of it.' Fourth receipt, (No. 7, or $1430 receipt) being 
shown witness, he said, ' I have the same opinion of that.' 

AsAHEL Stearns, Esq. sworn. Walcott. Have you seen Col. Valentine 
write ? I have seen him write, but not very often. Several receipts, purporting 
to be signed by Col. Valentine, were then handed the witness. First receipt, 
(No. 7, or $1430 receipt) being shown witness, he said, * I should have no doubt 
of its being Joseph Valentine's writing.' Second receipt, ($2471) being shown 
witness, h3 said, * I should also take it to be his signature---does not look quite so 
much like his, as those I have been used to see.' The paper purporting to be a 
settlement being shown witness, he said, * This resembles his hand-writing as 
much as I have seen in many instances ; I should not be afraid to take a note 
with 4hat signature.' The execution receipt being shown, * I should not doubt its 
being Col. Valentine's hand- writing.' 

Nathan Phipps, Esq. sworn. Walcott. Have you ever seen Col. Valen- 
tine write ? I have. Will you inform the Court if these are his writing (show- 
ing the receipts separately.) First, $1430 Mceipt being examined by wit- 
ness, he said, * I should not have any doubt of j^^eing Col. Valentine's writing.' 
The second, (the execution receipt, $771,5 
said, * I should also believe that to be his [Vi 

ference.' Third receipt ($2471) beingexammea, oy wimess, ne saia, • i snouia 
not have any doubt about that, either.aHrh9 ^etcTement being examined by wit- 
ness, he said, * I should not doubt it— iJjSieve'it to be his hand -writing. 

Cross-examined by Merrick. What is ^our business ? I am a farmer. Have 
you often seen Col. Valentine write ?* I 'have seen him write frequently. 

CoL. Abijah Ellis, sworn. Jl ^as^one of the assignees and second attaching 
creditor of Wheeler; I had somejgonversation \x!th Col. Valentine in relation to 
Wheeler ; I endorsed a note for Yttkeler, fob one thousand dollars, sometime in 
Fsbruary, 1830, and took of him s^A^al.'notes as collateral ■ecuri(;y, which he 
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owned, afler he failed, were forged. I think in the month of March or April, I 
rode to Boston in a chaise, with Col. Valentine ; I inquired of him about Wheeler, 
and how Haskell became acquainted with him ? He said he had recommended 
him to Mr Haskell as a suitable man to trust in the store with goods ; he said he 
had had him in his employ before he sold goods to Mr HaskelU and stated him to 
be an honest and upright man. He told me he was steady, and that he placed 
great confidence in him; thought he would do well there. I inquired how he 
became acquainted with him ? He said he brought good recommendations, and 
he had no doubt of their genuineness. 

After Wheeler failed, 1 heard that Valentine had detected him (Wheeler) In 
stealing money from his drawer, while in his employ as clerk in the store, before 
he sold the goods to Mr Haskell. I then went to Col. Valentine and told 'him 
what I had heard, and asked him if it were true ? He said Wheeler had stoleiv 
money out of his drawer to the amount of about forty dollars, during the time he 
was in his employ. When he first mentioned it to Wheeler, he denied it ; he 
charged him with it so hard, that he afterwards cried and confessed that he had. 
Col. Valentine said he had deducted part of it from his wages, and that Wheeler 
had given him a note for the balance. 

I asked Col. Valentine why he recommended Wheeler to Mr Haskell when 
he knew him to have stolen money. Coi. Valentine said he thought Haskell had 
made a good trade in getting rid of his real estate which was greatly encumbered 
with mortgages, and that he also had made a good bargain in getting rid of an old 
stock of goods, and he did not wish to break up the trade. He was in hopes Whee- 
ler would reform. When Wheeler failed. Col. Valentine had a mort&;age on the 
real estate, which consisted of the store, dwelling house, and a small piece of 
land, and Wheeler & Haskell had demands against Valentine, I think of aboat 
12 or $1300, or from 10 to $1300. 1 cannot state the exact amount. Col. V«^ 
entine objected to signing the assignment, unless these demands could be applied 
to the mortgage note. To this proposition the other creditors finally acceeded. 
There was one note held by Wheeler against Valentine, I think, amounting to 
$300 or upwards, and another of about $100. These notes never came into our 
hands, but were passed immediately into the hands of Mr Haskell^ to be applied 
to the mortgage. I do not know for what reason this $100 note was stricken 
from the schedule, only that all the notes which Wheeler held against Valentine 
were to be applied to the mortgage. I cannot state the exact amount of any of 
them. 

I was at Boston a year ago last fall, the fall of 1831, and Mr Prichard, one of 
the assignees, observed that Col. Valentine kept calling upon him for money. 
When I returned to Hopkinton I called upon Mr Haskell and asked him bow 
much he had paid Col. Valentine towards his demands against the assignees. He 
said Valentine had got nearly the whole amount. I told him I should like to see 
the papers. He went into the house, brought out his papers and showed me his 
receipts. I think the whole amounted to 27 or $2800, including an unsettled ac- 
count. I do not recollect the exact amount, though I added them up at the time. 
I think this was in the latter part of November. In a few days afterwards, I saw 
Col. Valentine at the Coffee House, and he introduced the subject by asking how 
we got along down there at the store, thought we did not drive business very fast. 
I replied that we did not get along so fast as 1 could wish, or something to that 
effect He then said he should expect to have some money before long, and he 
must have some. I told him I thought he had got nearly the i|^le of his pay, 
but not quite. He said he did not think he had got more than AHf of it. He 
asked me if 1 had seen the receipts. I said I had seen them. He said it could 
not be that he had got'the whole of his pay, nor nothing like the whole. I said 
the receipts told a different story from that. He asked me of what amount 
the receipts were. I told him I only recollected some of the Is^ger QHiM- 
mentioned the $1430 receipt, the $700 and some others, I do not remembe^HPn. 
He said, if you have got receipts like that, there is something wrong tfut it. 
Haskell has given a receipt he has no bunness to do. It was given to settle 
some private transactions, and he had nonbusiness to give it to us. He asked me 
in February if I had got »those receipts ? I told him I had — (hey were at my 
bouse. I believe I carried those receipts and left them at Boston in Mr Prich- 
ard*s hands, about the middle of March. i 
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Cross-examined. I was the second person to be paid according to the asaign- 
mont. The creditors were to be paid off in the order in which their suits had 
been commenced. Have had rto difficulties with Col. Valentine to my recollec- 
tion. 1 did not think him the cause of the suit brous^ht by the Mendon Banlc. I 
have settled that demand. I presume I did complain of Valentine as being the 
cause of the suit which William Fitch brought against me, for he told me that 
Valentine said, if he did not secure himself at that time, he probably never would, 
and represented that large amounts were about to be called for. Deacon Fitch,* 
father of William, brought a suit against me at the same time. There was no 
one present when the conversation was held with Valentine at the Coffee House. 

Capt. Leonard Walker. Sworn. I had some conversation with Colonel 
Valentine on the fourth day of last July. He said he had sent Mr Haskell to 
jail on an execution, and he did not know what to do with him. If he should 
make false imprisonment of it, it would take every dollar that I am worth. I said 
to him, you know Col. and Mr Haskell knows, and yoa had better settle it. If 
Mr Haskell will not make any proposals, you ought tQ do it. Col. Valentine said 
he had thought of that and mentioned it to Mr Fletcltor, and he thought it not 
advisable. He spoke about an obligation which Mr Haskell had given him 
against some man or men in Boston ; that he had never received anything for it, 
and never expected to receive anything. He mentioned a receipt given at the 
time ; he said the hand writing looked like his, but he never gave such a re- 
ceipt. He talked of no other receipt in particular. I understood it to be one that 
cut off the execution. 

Coii. Ellis recalled. Question by Mr Walcott. Are you acquainted with 
the store? I am acquainted with the store. Do you know whether the connex- 
ion between the store and the compting room had been closed ? About what 
time it was closed I cannot say. I helped to move a large desk out of the compt- 
ing room in October 1831. The passage way was closed then. The door was 
well bolted, and the bottom of the door was encumbered with iron wares ; a num- 
ber of brooms was also placed against the door with the small ends downwards 
and the brush part sticking up. Do not recollect whether it was situated exactly 
80 last April. I recollect Mr Haskell buying a number of brooms, which were 
there last April in a corner of the store. There was a large square frame stood 
on the end of the counter extending up to the plastering, liaving three or four 
shelves filled with cotton batting at that time. It was so encumbered last April, 
that this rack together with the width of the shelves, I should think would pre- 
vent any person from seeing. I had understood that persons had been placed in 
the compting room for the purpose of overhearing conversation. In December, a 
few days before the trial, which was expected to be had at Cambridge, several 
gentlemen and myself thought that we would go and see if we could hear in the 
compting room anything which should pass in the store. The gentlemen who 
went with me, were Messrs Aaron Smith, Farnsworth, Davenport, and Rufus 
Walker. We went into the store and took out a pane of glass (the top part of the 
door being glass) for the purpose of unhasping the door betwixt the compting 
room and the store. The pane of glass was out when the experiment was made. 
Two persons were in the store conversing ; I was in the compting room. The 
door betwixt the compting room and store was closed, and while listening there, 
I thought that I had got hold of a few words. I told what I thought I had heard. 
Mr Farnsworth said that no such words had been spoken. I then exchanged 
places, went i^ the store, and one of the gentlemen conversed with me. I spoke 
as loud as osffir Went into different parts of the store, passed behind the coun- 
ter, while the other person remained in the area of the store. 

(/ross-examined. I could not make out any connection of what had been said. 
Thuyas done by each person in turn. 

^■hamiv S. Farnsworth sworn. I was requested to go into Mr Ha»- 
kffl|HDre previous to the trial, which was expected to be had at Cambridge in 
DeccHber. The door betwixt the compting room and the store was obstructed 
with brooms and other articles, such as fork bandies, &c. There was a hole in a 
pane of glass which was made larger. Some went into the compting room ; oth- 
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•i«-0tood in the store. Those eentlemen who stayed in the store then conTersed. 
I was in the compting room. 1 could distinguish voices; but could not make out 
any connection of what they said. They told uif they had tallced as loud as usual. 
We exchanged places ; I went into the store and conversed as near as possible 
in my usual tone. Am confident I spoke as loud as I generally do. When the 
experiment was over I asked Col. Ellis to relate what he thought he had heard. 
He did so. But I had not pronounced any such words. He said he thought he 
could distinguish my voice from the rest as speaking louder. Messrs Aaron 
Smith, Rufus Walker, S. D. Davenport, Esq. and Col. Ellis, all went and took 
places in the store and conversed by turns. There was a frame three or four feet 
square standing on the counter, and probably some cotton batting upon it. • 

Cross-examined. I keep store in Hopkinton. 

Aarox Smith, sworn. I was requested to go with some others to the 
fitore for the purpose of making an experiment, an.l to ascertain if conversation 
could be heard. I went into the compting room and placed myself close to the 
door. I cou}(^w>t distinguish any conversation so that I could make any sense ol 
it. I then w^pl Into the store and spoke as loud as I usually do. 

Cross-exaoribed. Where did you stand in the compting room ? 1 got as close 
to the door as I could get. Was there any noise ? No noise was made by us 
when we were listening ; we were as still as mice. 

8. D. Davenporf, Esq. recalled. I was requested to go into the store. I 
believe it was on Christmas day, to see if conversation could be heard. I could 
not hear any conversation that could be connected in any way whatever. I ex- 
changed places. I talked as loud as I usually do. When conversing one stood 
behind the counter, the other stood in the main body of the store. Went in dif- 
ferent places. We were quite still. I went on purpose to try the experiment 
I spoke in my ordinary tone of voice. 

Cross-examined One square of glass was broken. I could hear voices, bat 
could not make any connection or sense of what they said. I was in the compt- 
ing room two or three minutes each time. 

Rufus Walker, sworn. I went into the compting room for the purpose of 
ascertaining if conversation in the store could be heard. I do not recollect if 1 
could see backward and forward. I am satisfied I could hear these words, " this 
is the case," which was all I could understand to make any sense of it. I shitted 
places. Part of us was in the store, and part in the compting room. I remem- 
ber Col. Ellis was in the store. I conversed as loud as I usually do. 

Nathan Burrh^l, sworn. The following papers were handed witness. 
First. The $1430 receipt. Ans. I should have no hesitation to say that it was 
Col. Valentine's hand writing. Second. The execution receipt, ^771,52. A. 
I should say that is likewise. Third. The $2471 receipt. It appears to be the 
same. Fourth. The settlement. A. I should say the same of that likewise. 
Quest. Have you been in business with Col. Valentine? A. I have been a 
partner in business with Col. Valentine. / 

Doct. Thomas Bucklin, sworn. Walcott. Have you seen Col. Valen- 
tine write ? I have seen Col. Valentine write. (The receipts were then hand- 
ed to witness as follows.) First. Execution receipt. I should think that it was 
his (Valentine's) writing. Second. A paper purporting to be the settlement. I 
have no doubt but it is his hand writing. Third. $14.30 receipt. They all appear 
to be the same. Fourth. $x247l receipt. I should say the same of that. Quest. 
Will you state to the court what you know of Col. V alentine's general character? 
As far as business is concerned I understand his word is not to be depended upon. 
His general reputation is not very good. He (Valentine) has had several law 
eases within the last 7 years. Do not recollect being present in court when his 
character was impeached. 

James Andrews, sworn. The obligation for $1000, respecting the Gihbens 
mortgage, being handed to witness, he said, I have seen this paper before. I was 
one of the referees. Mr Haskell produced the paper at that time.^ When 
was that ? It is about two years since. I cannot exactly say. I think it was in 
March, 1831. Whether we retained it among our papers or not, I do not recol- 
lect. Col. Valentine was present at the time and did not claim the paper. To 
the best of my recollection I told Mr Ha^ell that it required his immediate at- 
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tenlioiu The asflertions of Messrs Haskell and Valentine were so directly (>ppos> 
ed to each other, that we could not giv^ credit to the statement of either. Ques. 
by Walcott. Do you know anything about Mr Haskell's character ? I have been 
acquainted with Mr Haskell ten years or more. I have always considered him 
remarkably correct. Do not know whero he wa^ educated. 

Cross-examined. The reference was about so^ne land at South Boston, &c. 

John H. Woodward sworn. I am in Mr Hobart's employ. I was pres- 
ent when Col. Valentine denied ever having wrote his name to the receipt. He 
4Bai4 he had no doubt but Mr Haskell had wrote it. 

Cross-examined. Morey. Was the receipts at Mr Hobart*8 store when Col. 
Valentine called ? No receipt was there. 

Samuel Richardson sworn. I was in Mr Prichard's employ os elerk. 
The receipts were given into my care. He (Col. Valentino) came into the store 
and wanted to see them. Mr Prichard thought the subject over a few minutes, 
then told me to lay them upon the desk for him to examine. After goinz 
throu(^h with them once or twice, said there was one he never signed. He said, 
I never wrote my name to that paper. Not feeling a great deal interested in the 
case, I smiled to hear him take the name of all the Gods that I ever heard of, and 
one more, to swear by, and hoped he inight never be permitted by that one to re- 
turn back to Hopkinton, if he signed that receipt, (the $1430 receipt) or knew 
that a receipt hke that existed. Col. Valentine came there once when Mr Prich- 
ard was not in, and made horrid asseverations, called upon earth, upon hell in a 
manner unusual for any person to do. He denied having written his name to 
both or either. I never heard anything about Col. Valentine with regard to 
truth. Cross-ezamine-d. Mr Prichard gave him a copy of the receipt. The 
copy being shown to witness, he testified it to be Mr Prichard's hand writing. 

L. M. Sargent, recalled. Quest, by Walcott. Are you acquainted with 
Col. Valentine? A. I know his person. « I have never had any dealings with 
Mr Valentine, excepting in connection with Mr Haskell's mortgage to me. Q. 
What is his reputation in the city of Boston, for veracity? A. If character is 
power, and I have been instructed that it is, it is very painful, even under the 
obligation of an oath, to be the humble instrument of taking away any measure of 
that power from any living man; but it is my duty under the oath I have taken 
to say, that the reputation of Mr Joseph Valentine for truth in the city of Boston, 
to the best of ray knowledge, and belief, is notoriously and generally bad. It af- 
fords me no pleasure to bear this testimony. Ques. by Mr Merrick, counsel for 
government. Pray Mr Sargent, are you engaged in business at present? A. I am 
at my office, over the Union Bank, almost every morning about nine, though I 
live in Roxbury. I leave the city daily, about two o'clock. I often linger an 
hour on 'change before I go out. Q. by Mr Hoar. Do you know Mr Haskell ? 
A. I do. 1 brst knew him in 1824 or 1825, as an instructer of youth. Q. by 
same. What is his general character ? A. Very good, as I believe. I haVe 
never heard it called in question, until I heard of this unexpected, and to me sur- 
prising charge of forgery. Q. by same. You have ever heard anything against 
nim ? A. Not a lisp, until now. 

Col. Thomas Davis recalled. Quest, by Walcott. Will you state what you 
know to be Col. Valentine's general character ? A. His reputation is generally 
bad. His word is not considered trustworthy. By all whom I have heard speak 
of him, it is considered rather against him than for him. 

Chandler Robbins, sworn. Walcott. Will you inform the Court what you 
know of Mr Haskell's character? A. 1 have been acquainted with Mr Haskell 
for thirty years. Q. Have you ever heard anything against his character? I 
never did, until this event. What was Mr Haskell's employment ? He taught 
a school in Maine to general acceptance. Do you know where Mr Haskell was 
educated ? I do not. 

Silas B. Merri am, sworn. Quest, by Mr Walcott. Are you acquainted 
with Col Valentine ? I have had some acquaintance with him Q. by same. 
' What is his general reputation ? A. As a man of truth, it is decidedly bad. 

Cross-examined by Mr Merrick. Where do you live ? A. In Boston. Q. 
What is your employment ? A. A grocer in South Market-street. 

Charles W. Cartwrioht, sworn. Walcott Will you inform the Court 
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Wliat yon know of Col. Yalentine^s character for truth ? A. His reputation as a 
tnan of truth is not fair. Q. Will you state what you know of Mr HaskelPs 
character? A. As far as I have been acquainted with Mr Haskell's character, 
it has been good. Q. How long have you known him ? A. For three or four 
years. Mr Cartwright. I believe you are the President of some office in Boston ? 
A. Yes ; of the Manufacturers* Insurance Office. 

Joshua Mellejy, sworn. Walcott. Where do you live ? In Westborough. 
Q. Will you state what you know of Col. Valentine's character as a man of truth ? 
Ans. As far as my knowledge extends, I cannot say his character stands very good. 

RuFus Walker, recalled. Q. Where doiyou live ? A. InHopkinton. Q. 
Will you state to the Court what you know of Col. Valentine's reputation ? A. 
As far as I know anything about it, it is pretty bad. Q. Are there not two parties 
at Hopkinton ? A. Hopkinton is pretty quiet only when Col. Valentine is there. 

Cross-examined by Mr Merrick. You said they were quiet only when Col. 
Valentine is there, did you ? A. Yes, sir ; they seem pretty well united when 
he is not there. Q. How long has his character been bad ? A. 1 should think 
for twelve or fifteen years. 

Sam'l D. Davenport, recalled. Q. Where do you reside ? A. At Hopkin- 
ton. Q. Will you state to the Court what you know of Col. Valentine's charac- 
ter for truth ? A. So far as I am acquainted with the character of Col. Valentine, 
it is bad. 

Samuel Goddard, sworn. Walcott. Where do you live ? A. 'At Hopkin- 
ton. Q. Will you state what you know of Col. Valentine's character as a man of 
truth ? A. I believe it is generally considered that it is not very good. 

Major Eli Warren, sworn. Walcott. Where do you live ? In Upton 
W 11 you state what is Col. Valentine's general character ? So far as his own in- 
terest is concerned, it is considered not to be very good. [Rejected by Court.] 

John H. Jones, sworn. Walcott. Where do you live ? in Hopkinton. What 
is Col. Valentine's general character for truth ? The charactier of Col. Valentine 
is generally considered pretty bad. 

Nath'l Johnson, Esq. sworn. Walcott. Where do you live ? In HolU^ 
ton. What do you know of the character of Col. Valentine ? The general char- 
acter of Col. Valentine, as far as I have heard, is bad. 

JosiAH Adams, Esq. sworn. Walcott. Will you state to the Court what you 
know of Col. Valentine's general character ? His character is universally consid* 
ered bad. I have heard a few persons speak well of Col. Valentine. 

B. S. Farnsworth, recalled. Walcott. Where do you reside ? In Hopkin- 
ton. Is Col. Valentine's character, as a man of truth, generally considered good 
or bad ? His character is considered bad. 

Nathan Phipps, Esq. recalled. Walcott. If you are acquainted with the 
general character of Col. Valentine, please to state it to the Court. His reputa- 
tion as a man of truth is bad. 

Aaron Smith, recalled. Walcott. What is the character of Col. Valentine 
as a man of truth ? Some think that Col. Valentine's character is good — others 
think it is not very good — but it is handed to me as bad. 

Col. Ellis, recalled. Mr Haskell and myself went to JBoston the last week in 
December, of 1831. I returned through Fraraingham at his request ; I waitea 
at the hotel while he went to the office of Mr Buckminster. In December, I 
charged Mr Haskell with half the expenses of a horse and sleigh to Boston, and 
have a bill with me of the same, which I drew off from my book. 

Cross-examined by Com. Attor. Mr Merrick. What makes you certain as to 
the time ? I know it was on the 30th day of December, because I charged Mr 
Haskell with half the expenses of a horse and sleigh to Boston the next day after 
my return; it was a stormy evening, I think ; I drew off the bill last fall; I 
drew it off against Mr Haskell because I expected to have a settlement with him. 
Q. Have you had a settlement with him? I have not; I have not yet present- 
ed my bill. Where has the bill been ? I have carried it in my wallet. Q. Have 
you got other accounts against him ? Have not got them with me. Q. When 
did you draw off the bill ? I do not recollect exactly when I drew off the bill ; 
I think six months ago. On reflection, it was the first of December. Have you 
carried that bill in your wallet six months ? I have, ever since that time ; it 

3 



18 

was drawn ofT about the time my hired man's time expired, which was about the 
first of December, and before I went to testify at Cambridge. I have not settled 
any other bill within the last six months with Mr Haskell — my book is at home. 

S. B. Walcott, Esq. sworn. Hoar. Will you have the goodness to state to. 
the Court what transpired in your office ? As I recollect, Mr Haskell and Mr 
Brewer came into my office — Mr Haskell said he had been arrested on an exe- 
cution which he had paid. I asked him why the execution was not dischariB^ed ? 
He said he had Col. Valentine's receipt for it, and that was sufficient. I told him 
if he had ^t a receipt, he had' better produce it, as it was a very important one. 
Mr Haskell then went out, and returned in a short time with the* receipt and ob- 
ligation. 

Cross-examined by Mr Merrick. Have you been employed by Mr Haskell as 
his attorney ? I have since his arrest. 

Coi.. Valentine, recafled. Morey. Did you ever recommend Wheeler to 
Mr Haskell.^ I never did; I never knew Wheeler till he came to Hopkinton. 
Have you been on friendly terms with Col. Ellis? We have not — we have been 
in a continual quarrel ; there has never been a word passed, between Col. Ellis 
and myself, about private transactions. The settlement and $2471 receipt being 
shown witness, he said, ' I never saw nor put my name to any such papers.* 

R. Brewer, recalled. I have heard Col. Ellis -call Col. Valentine by hard 
names. 

Joseph Kendall, recalled. I was present at the reference in 1831, relative 
to the land in South Boston. I believe something was said by Col. Valentine 
and Mr Haskell. Nothing was said about damages. 

Col. Nathan Adams, sworn. I do not remember that I ever heard Mr 
Haskell say anything about a claim for damages. I have had some conversation 
with him about Col. Valentine. Sometime before the December Court, I was at 
Barber's hotel in Newton ; I was coming up from Boston. Mr Haskell was in, 
and said, ' I want you to be a witness ; I told him that I did not wish to be a wit- 
ness.' He said, ' If you were to see a man drowning, would you not go and help 
him ?* I told him I should, but I did not wish to be a witness. He said, be- 
fore he came in contact with Col. Valentine he was estimated to be worth from 
14 to 16,000 dollars, and that he should use all lawful means to get redress for 
what Col. Valentine had fraudulently taken from him ; he said he was obliged to 
take the course which he had taken to get anything back, and he hoped he should 
succeed ; and that if he did not succeed in getting something back, he should lose 
the whole. Nothing was said about a receipt for damages. I asked him how he 
should make out a receipt for damages ? He said he did not know — he should 
nmke it out some way or other— did not tell what the damage was for. 

Cross-examined. Did Col. Valentine ever request you to sift Mr Haskell, and 
see what you could get out of him, and promiise to reward you for it ? Col. Val- 
entine said he would reward me, if I would sifl him and make some inquiries, 
and see what course the defendant was going to pursue. I said tha%I should 
have nothing to do with it; I have never been at his bouse to converse upon this 
matter. 

Doctor Jefferson Pratt, recalled. The Post-office and Register's office 
was kept in the counting-room. I used to go in and take up papers and read 
there, frequently — I think 1 have overheard conversation in the store. The size 
of the counting-room is, I think, ten or twelve feet square — the whole store, per- 
haps, is twenty by eighteen — it may be a little larger. 

Matthew Metcalf, sworn. 1 have a considerable number of time^ been 
into the counting-room on business — I recollect once or twice I could hear, when 
writing at the desk, what was said in the store. I was always pretty busy, and 
paid no attention to them. 

William B.. Dorr, sworn. Morey. Where do you live? Ans. I live at 
South Boston — am in practice of law there. Do you know Mr Haskell ? I for- 
merly boarded with Mr Haskell, (in 1825.) He had been previously employed 
in keeping school — he afterwards gave up his school, and bought some lands. 
Mr Haskell is generally considered in South Boston, as a sharp and shrewd man. 
I have never seen anything in him that is dishonest — I believe he would not suf- 
fer his integrity to interfere with his interest. Have done some business for him ; 
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he never exhibited anything dishonest — I believe he had some transactions about 
real estate. 

AARONr Hale, sworn. Where do you live ? Ads. At South Boston. Are you 
acquainted with Mr Haskell? I know very little about Mr Haskell. What I 
have heard Bald of hira generally, is not very good. 

Cross-examined. I am a mechanic in South Boston — Mr Haskell failed there ; 
I have not heard much said of him ; I have heard the neighbors say that he 
turned out very different from what they expected. With regard to money mat- 
ters, he had not done as he agreed to do. 

James Wright, Sworn. Morey. What is Mr Haskell's general character ? 
Mr Haskell's general reputation, as Tar as I have heard, is, that in some of his 
contracts he delayed his payments in view to save money .- 

William Gutterson, sworn. What do you know about Mr Haskell? I 
cannot state much about Mr Haskell, except what has come to my knowledge 
since this case. Nothing at all, in particular, before this present case. 

William Wright, sworn. 1 have never had any dealings with Mr Has- 
kell ; I know many persons who have, and by their conversation they do not 
think him to be honest. 

Cross-examined. I have heard five or six speak well of Mr Haskell, and some 
who have had transactions with him are inclined to speak against him with re- 
gard to honesty. 

Elias H. Derby, sworn. Where do you live ? I live at Boston — am in the 
practice of law there. What do you know about Mr Haskell ? I have only 
known Mr Haskell one or two years. If I am allowed to give my own opinion, 
I can only say that I have heard a number of my clients complain and say, that 
they felt greatly injured by him. [Rejected by Court.] 

William Swan, sworn. Will you slate to the Court the general character 
of Mr Haskell ? Some call him honest, and some call him equivocating. I have 
not heard him spoken so well of, for the last two years. 

Cross-examined. Did he not defeat an attachment of yours ? A. I have had 
some little difficulties with him. 

Amaziah CLAFLEJPf, sworu. Morey. Where do you live ? At Hopkinton. 
What is the character of Col. Valentine ? I have never heard anything said 
against Col. Valentine's reputation. There are certain persons who are preju- 
diced against him. I never knew his character impeached. 

Cross-examined. Did you never hear anything said against him ? I never 
heard any person in particular ispeak against his veracity, excepting one. Hoar. 
Who was that? Ans. Rufus Walker. 

John GmsoN, Juw. sworn. Morey. Where do you live ? At Hopkinton. 
What is Col. Valentine's character? Col. Valentine's character is generally 
considered as good as any man's, that is doing as much business as he does, 
or any other man that is put up as a mark to be shot at. 

Cross-examined. I do not know any man in Hopkinton that has filled sev- 
eral offices, which has a better character than Col. Valentine. 

Matthew Metcalf, recalled. What do you know about the character of 
Col. Valentine ? As far as I have known Col. Valentine, I should say his repu- 
tation is good. There are different opinions with regard to his character. Per- 
haps if you go into one bar-room in the town, his character will be very good; if 
you go into another bar-room, it will be very bad. I have known him to be a 
witness in Court; I never knew any attempt to impeach his character. 

Lovett Walker, sworn. Morey. Where do you live? In Hopkinton. — 
Will you state what you believe to be Col. Valentine's general character ? Part 
says it is good, and part of them say it is bad. The more general opinion is> 
that he is a man of veracity. 

James Bowker, sworn. Morey. Where do you reside ? In Hopkinton. — 
Will you state what you have heai*d to be the general character of Col. Valen- 
tine ? A. There are some who are prejudiced against him, and speak ill of 
him. His general character is, that he is a man of truth and veracity. Q, 
Have yoii known him to be tailed as a witness ? He has not been often 
<;alled as a witness, to my knowledge. " 
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Ex-Dea. James Freeland, sworn. Morey. Where do you reside ? In 
Hopkinton. What is Col. Valentine's general character ? There are certaia 
classes who speak ill of him. I should say it was good. 

Onslow Peters, Esq. sworn. Morey. Where do you live ? In Westbor- 
ough. How long have you known Col. Valentine ? I have known him for 
twelve or fourteen years; he has done a great deal of business there, within 
the last three or four years. I have never heaid his word doubted, as I know of; 
I have been at Hopkinton a good many times — do not recollect bearing him 
spoken of there. Q. Have you ever known him to be called as a witness? I 
have, several times ; I always understood that Col. Valentine did considerable 
business. Westborough is 6 miles from Hopkinton. I am in practice of law there. 

Richard Gamaoe, sworn. Morey. Where do you live? In Hopkinton. 
What is Col. Valentine's general character ? Col. Valentine's reputation is gen- 
erally good for truth. 

Cross-examined. Walcott. Have you never heard any person speak ill of 
him ? I do not recollect anything being said bad of him. 

Col. Calvin Sanger, sworn. Morey. ' Where do you reside ? In Sher- 
burne. What is Col. Valentine's general reputation in that neighborhood ? I do 
not recollect ever hearing his character doubted, previous to this occasion ; have 
known him for many years. Q. Have you known him to be called as a witness ? 
I do not recollect being present at Court when he has been called as a witness 
before. 

Albert Wood, sworn. Morey. Where do you reside ? At Hopkinton. — 
What is Col. Valentine's general character ? His reputation is good, so far as I 
have any knowledge, except by those persons who are prejudiced. Q. How 
long have you known Col. Valentine ? I have known bim almost from my infancy. 

Cross-examined. Walcott. Do you recollect hearing any person speak un- 
favorably of him ? I have heard people speak against him. 

Joseph Walker, JuN. sworn. Morey. Where do you live? At Hopkin- 
ton. What is the general character of Col. Valentine ? I do not know that I 
ever heard any speak of Col. Valentine as to truth. I never knew his veracity 
doubted. 

MicAH M. RuTTER, swom. Morey. I have known Col. Valentine for 
20 or 80 years. As to truth, I have never heard his name called in question — 
have known him to be called in Court as a witness. I have attended Court 25 or 
26 years. I live at Sudbury, 15 miles from Hopkinton. 

David Eames, sworn. Lives in Hopkinton. Col. Valentine's general char- 
acter is considered good for veracity. 

B. S. Fa RNs WORTH, recalled. Walcott. Do you know the exact distance 
from the counting-room door to the desk ? I have measured one line from the 
counting-room door to a point near the desk, on the opposite comer. The dis- 
tance was 28^ feet. 



APPENDIX. 



NoTB A. This land at Soutli Boston had been conveyed to Col. Valentiiw, Nor. 91, 1831, by 
^eed, and recorded with Suffolk deeds, Feb. 1, 1832, Lib. 357, fol. 157. 

NoTS B. The papers were so covered, that nothing except the signature could be seen. 

Note C. This settlement was for damages sustained by Haskell, by entrusting Daniel B. 
Wheeler with goods, and by being surety tor him, by reason of Valentine's recommendation 
of said Wheeler. 

Note O. The execution was in Buckminster's hands, Dec. 30, 1831, when Haskell called 
to get the balance due on it. And Col. Valentine wrote to Brewer, he thinks, previous to the 
9th June, to get the execution renewed. Why, then, should Haskell say that Brewer had an 
execution? &c. 

Note B. Mr B. told a different story about the time of tha December trial at Cambridge, 
%M Several respectable gentlemen will testify. 

Not> F. Dea. £. Fitch is brother-in-law to Col. Valentine. 

VIEWOF THE INSIDE OF THE STORE. 




EXPLANATION OF THE PLATE. 

L, front door open. D, back window. I, barrels. From A to B, length of store, 30 ft. 9 in. 
Prom C to D, width of stores 25 ft. O is a pillar from floor to floor, 13* inches by 7 inches. 
From B to F, Is 3 feet 1 inch. From P to ft, the door window, 2 ft. 4 in. From G to H 
i. e. end of counter to aide of store, 3 ft. 1 in. From e to d, 3 ft. length of rack or frame ex* 
tending from counter to the plastering, having three shelves filled with cotton batting,' &e. 

'£"« . *** i; ^*^° ^^ counter, 2 ft. 3 in. From h to t, space between counter and shelves 
3 ft. 3 in. From C to B, i.e. from front door to counter under the desk, 18 ft. 6 in. From 
*.^ r» . . ^*"^ ^^ shelves, 2 ft. on the side— next to door window. From the front door to 
hno limiting the vision, is 5 ft.^ in. Distance of piUar, or o j», is 6 ft. 10 in. From c to 
G, from the end of the counter to the end of tho rack, is 3 ft. 4 in. From li to G 4 inches 
being stud from floor to floor. FromS to A, a desk 4 ft. long, and 4 ft. 2 in. high from floor 
across tho ooanter, upon which was pilod a quantity of domeslio goods, hats, ^. I, eoonUng- 
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